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Chairperson Hearing Proceedings: Oral Presentations – Draft Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations.

ICASA

8 December 2010

Dear Councillor Socikwa

The are a number of provisions in the draft regulations which are not directly applicable to the Amateur Service

The SARL wishes to bring the following to the attention to ICASA for consideration

Section 8 Standard Conditions for a Radio Frequency Spectrum Licence

(1)
This clause is in conflict with the purpose of Amateur Radio. Radio Amateurs often build their own equipment. In addition, commercial equipment operating on Amateur Frequencies have been exempted form type approval by ETSI and other standard bodies.

(5)
This provision in the draft regulation is problematic as the reason for interference experienced on TV and Hi-Fi equipment from any radio transmitter, is often a function of poor design on Televisions and Hi-Fi equipment, which offers no immunity to radio signals in the vicinity

Section 9 Duration of a Frequency Spectrum Licence and Renewal

(3)
The draft regulation does not state what will happen after 15 years. Radio Amateurs write a qualifying examination and are issued with a certificate, which is the qualification to obtain a licence. Radio Amateurs are issued a call sign on a personal basis and which becomes a personal identification. The SARL proposed that Amateur Radio is removed from the body of the regulation and the following added:


“An Amateur Radio Licence does not expire provide the Licence fees are paid annually”

National Body for Amateur Radio

In order for the Authority to delegate certain functions related to the Amateur Radio Service, such as setting and arranging examinations, issuing of certificates and other administrative functions, it is proposed that the Authority recognise a national body for Amateur Radio, as is the case in the current regulations. The SARL therefore proposes that the addition of the following is considered for incorporation in section 29 (Amateur Radio or to be renamed “the Amateur and Amateur Satellite Service as per ITU Radio Regulations) of the regulations.

The SARL proposes the following addition

On promulgation of the Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations, the Authority appoints a National Body for Amateur Radio to represent all Radio Amateurs on matters pertaining to the Amateur and Amateur Satellite Services for the purpose of the following administrative and licensing procedures and any that may be agreed to by the Authority in the future.

· Setting and holding of Amateur Radio Examinations

· Issuing of a Class A HAREC certificate and Class B certificate to 
successful candidates

· Registration of Educational Stations

· Registration of Amateur Radio stations providing communication during 
sporting and other events

· Registration of visiting Radio Amateurs operating under the CEPT or 
reciprocal agreements

· Planning and coordination of beacon and repeater frequencies operating 
in the amateur service

The above are already carried out by the SARL.

The South African Radio League is the current National Body for Amateur Radio as appointed under the current regulations and seeks to continue in this role. The SARL is the only South African Amateur Radio Organisation recognised by the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) and has been an IARU member since the inception of the organisation in 1925. The IARU is recognised by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and participates in many of its committees and study groups 

Spread Spectrum Communication

Further to our discussion on Spread Spectrum, and after further discussion with the American Radio Relay League who with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) are pioneering spread spectrum development in ITU Region 2, the SARL proposes that spread spectrum be allowed on all amateur allocations, by application to the Authority, provided that no interference is caused to users of the radio spectrum. The Authority could delegate this function to the National Body who shall maintain an accurate record.

Until such time that there is an international agreement on the allocation of PN codes, including the Amateur and Amateur Satellites Service, it is proposed that each Spread Spectrum transmission must include a transmission of the station call sign in Morse code or by a voice announcement within the first 5 kHz of the amateur radio band used.

Section 30 Communal Repeater Station Services


The SARL proposes the following addition

(10) Repeaters in the Amateur and Amateur Satellites Service are excluded from these rules and are referred to in  section 29

The South African Radio League thanks the Authority for providing opportunities to comment and make suggestion on the draft regulations.

Yours sincerely

Dennis Green

President

Hans van de Groenendaal

SARL Councillor for Regulatory Affairs

Proud hosts of the IARU Region 1 Conference Sun City 12 – 19 August 2011


